THE   PRESENT   CONDITION   OF   RUSSIA
world. Life in Russia has always been fierce and cruel,
to a far greater degree than with us, and out of the
war has come a danger that this fierceness and cruelty
may become universal. I have hopes that in England
this may be avoided through the moderation of both
sides. But it is essential to a happy issue that melo-
drama should no longer determine our views of the
Bolsheviks: they are neither angels to be worshipped
nor devils to be exterminated, but merely bold and
able men attempting with great skill an almost
impossible task.